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EDMONDS, Wash., January 15, 2023—After completion of significant project milestones in 2022, Meadowdale Beach is once again accessible to the public. The Meadowdale Beach Park and Estuary Restoration Project was initiated by Snohomish County Parks and has been a successful partnership with Snohomish County Surface Water Management (SWM), BNSF Railway, Tulalip Tribes, state and federal agencies, and the local community. This project is regionally significant for its role in salmon recovery and Puget Sound shoreline restoration, while making significant improvements to the park.
Some of the successes accomplished on the construction project in 2022 include:
· Two BNSF train track bridges were installed which replaced 128 linear feet of two-track railroad
· A rock armored railroad embankment and box culvert were removed to allow water and sediment to more freely flow, restoring natural shoreline processes
· A pedestrian walkway under the bridges was installed
· Estuary restoration and landscape work
· A pedestrian bridge was installed over the estuary
Remaining project construction for 2023 will include:
· Installing utilities, including storm, electrical, water, and irrigation
· Installing benches, picnic tables, a picnic shelter, and portable restroom enclosure
· Installing interpretive signs
Beach access will be available for public use through the new accessible pedestrian walkway under the train track bridges. The remaining construction will take place in a fenced off portion of the park and is anticipated to be finished in the summer of 2023. A ribbon cutting event is being planned once the entire project is complete.
This is the first Puget Sound shoreline restoration project that included enlarging a stream crossing under railroad tracks along the shoreline. The installation of a wide railroad bridge to replace the undersized culverts was critical to Snohomish County achieving its vision to convert park lawn areas to high functioning estuarine habitat to benefit salmon. SWM and many partners have conducted habitat monitoring at Meadowdale Beach for many years and will continue to monitor the effectiveness of this project.
The Meadowdale Beach Park and Estuary Project is funded in part by the Federal Rail Administration, NOAA Fisheries, Aquatic Lands Enhancement Account, Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program, Puget Sound Acquisition & Restoration, State Salmon Recovery Grants, Washington Wildlife and Recreation Program, the EPA, and the Restore America’s Estuaries: NEP CWG Program.
More Information:
Learn more about the project here: https://snocoparks.info/MeadowdaleProject
About Snohomish County Conservation and Natural Resources
The Snohomish County Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) includes the Division of Surface Water Management; the Division of Parks and Recreation; the Office of Energy and Sustainability and the Office of Agriculture. DCNR works in support of thriving communities; a clean and healthy environment to foster environmental stewardship; ensuring food security; supporting a green economy, and strengthening communities by providing regional parks and infrastructure; protecting the region’s water, air, land and natural habitats; enhancing agriculture and recreation; and reducing flooding. https://snohomishcountywa.gov/5758. 
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PUBLIC BEACH ACCESS REOPENED AT MEADOWDALE BEACH
PARK AFTER PROGRESS ON PROJECT
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It may be rainy and cold but the Meadowdale Beach Park in Snohomish County is open for public access on Jan. 7.
Amajority of construction at the park in Edmonds, Washington, is finished, which wil allow the beach to open back up to start 2023. The remaining construction wil take place in a
fenced off portion of the park with an anticipated finsh n the summer.

‘The county stated that the project s significant for ts impact in salmon recovery and the restoration of the Puget Sound shoreline, along with significant improvements to the park

Construction at the park included the installation of two train track bridges and a pedesirian walkuay; the removal of a rock armored raiiroad embankment and bo culvert o allow
water and sediment to freely flow and restore natural shoreline processes; landscape work and the restoration of the estuary

‘The project received a collective $6.7 milion in orants from the Federal Rail Administration, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Aquatic Lands Enhancement
‘Account, Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program, Puget Sound Acquisition & Restoration, Washington Wildife and Recreation Program and the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency

‘The largest one-time funding was approximately $8 million rom the Snohomish County Surface Water Management Department

The s the first Puget Sound shoreline restoration project that included enlarging a siream crossing under railroad
tracks along the shoreline, according to the county. By widening the raiiroad bridge at the park and replacing undersized culverts, Snohomish County achieved it vision to convert
park lawn areas to high functioning estuarine habitat to beneft the local salmon population

Wihat s eft o do for the project in 2023 includes instaling storm, electrical, water and irgation utiities, as well as installing benches, tables and a portable restroom encosure.
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