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n Juans get $1.8 mi

ome $l 26 m lion is on its
way to San Juan County govern-
ment agencies and non-profits for
salmon recovery projects.

Gov.  Christine  Gregoire
announced the allocations on Dec,
19. All told, more than $60 millien in
grantsto protect and restore salmorn
populations and their habitats were
awarded across Washington,

“The health of salmon popula-
tions is an indication of the health
of our environment,” Gregoire
said in a press release. “Protect-
ing and restoring our land and
water is key to the quality of life in
Washington and essential to the
strerigth of our economy.”

The grants include $35.5 mil-
lion from Gregoire’s initiative to
address the shortterm needs of
Puget Sound waters,

The grants from the Salmon
Recovery Funding Board ranged
from $12,000 {0 niore than $2
million. They were awarded to
organizations in 28 counties for
work ranging from planting trees
along streams to cool the water for
salmon, to replacing culverts that
prevent salmon from migrating
to spawning habitat, to restoring
entire floodplains.

The following grants were
awarded in San Juan County (list-
ed in order of grant amount:

eSkagil River System Coopera-
tive, “Assessing Habitats of Juve-
nile Salnion in San Juan County,”
$650,825.

The Skagit River System
Cooperative will use this grant to
assess the presence of Chincok
salmon and their use of cerlain
types of habitat to better evaluate
the types of restoration projects
needed. The information will be
used to make habitat type and
place specific priorities for recov-

ering Puget Sound Chinool salm-
on, which are listed under the
federal Endangered Species Act,
within the county.

Resource managers only gener-
ally understand linkages between
nearshore fiabitat and salmon,
which doesn’t translate info stra-
tegic recovery actions by habitat
type or place within a diverse
landscape, The results of this
assessment will be translated into
ranking criteria for projects evalu-
ated for funding. Work will include
classifying shorelines into habitat
types and samplmg fish within
these types for six areas.

The cooperative will contribute
$115,881 in donations of equip-
ment and [abor.

#San Juan County Land Bank,
“Preserving Watmough Bay
Salmen Habitat,” $465,600.

The San Juan County Land
Bank wil]l use this grant to buy
7.29 acres, including 630 feet
along Watmough Bay, on Lopez
Island.

The property contains an intact
rocky intertidal zone and a 150-
vear-cld forest, With one excep-
tion, the rest of the bay's shore-
lines are owned by the federal
Bureau of Land Manageniert aitd
the San Juan County Land Bank.

The remaining landowner will
donate another 5 acres, including
500 feet of shoreline, and two addi-
tional development rights to the
Land Bank. As a result, the Wat-
mouglh Bay watershed of about
400 acres will be preserved in its
entiretv.
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’f‘hE;Land Bank will contribute
$648,400 in cash and cash doia-
tions.

— ®San Juan County, “Replacing

the Point L awrence Road-Cascade
Culverts,” $225,000.

San Juan County will use this
grant to replace two culverts with
a targer one to carry flood flows
and allow full fish passage and
tidal exchange at the mouth of
Cascade Creek on Orcas Island,

The two culverts, one 30-inch
diameter culvert and one 18-inch
diameter culvert, will be replaced
with a 1240ot-wide by 8-foothigh
culvert, where Cascade Creek
flows into Buck Bay under Point
Tawrence Road. The project will
allow coho and coastal cutthroat
to tge pristine shaded riparian

habitat at the fower reaches of

Cascade Creek.

The county will contlribute
$155,000.

sPepple for Puget Sound,
“Restoring Deer Harbor Estuary,”

ion for salmon recovery

$146,671.

People for Puget Sound will use
this grant o begin restoring the
Deer Harbor estuary, the largest
estuary on Orcas Island.

Untif the mid-20th century, the
estuary supported chum and coho
galmon as well as native oystetr
beds. Starting in the 1860s, log-
ging, development, manipulation
of the tributary streams and con-
struction of the Channel Road
Bridge altered the freshwater
hydrology, plant commutiities and
tidal flow patterns in the estuary.
These impacts have led to the
elimination of shellfish popula-
tions in the lagoon, loss of salmon-
rearing and spawning habitat in
the tributaries and degradatlon
of salmon foraging habitafs in the
estuary.

Work will include removing fish
passage blockages to lageon trib-
utaries and planting native plants
and irees to provide shade and
atfract insects, which salmon eat.

People for Puget Sound will
contribute 825,900 in a federal
grant and donated labor
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