
 

 

July 11, 2019 
 
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
1133 15th Street NW, Suite 100 
Washington, DC 20005 
 
RE: Support for City of Edmonds Willow Creek Daylighting/Edmonds Marsh Restoration Project 
 
National Coastal Resilience Fund Proposal Reviewers, 
 
I am writing in support of the City of Edmonds’ application for funding through the National Coastal 
Resilience Fund for their Willow Creek Daylighting and Edmonds Marsh Restoration Project. The project, 
located in Edmonds, Washington, is a high priority nearshore salmon habitat restoration project and will 
leverage significant investments already made by the City and by state salmon recovery grant sources. 
 
The Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed (aka “WRIA 8”) is a collaborative body focused on 
recovering sustainable, harvestable runs of Chinook salmon. Our membership is comprised of 27 local 
governments, state and federal agencies, non-profit organizations, and other stakeholders with an interest 
in salmon recovery and watershed health. The western boundary of our watershed is the Puget Sound 
shoreline from Seattle to Everett, and the shoreline offers limited habitat due to the presence of a major 
rail line and extensive rock armoring protecting the rail infrastructure. The railroad effectively disconnects 
the tidal/terrestrial interface, interfering with natural processes that support native fish populations.  
 
Edmonds Marsh is a 28-acre remnant of a historic estuary and salt marsh complex, and the current 
connection between the marsh and Puget Sound is a narrow ditch and system of pipes. Daylighting Willow 
Creek—the historic connection between the marsh and Puget Sound—will restore natural ecosystem 
function and tidal influence to the marsh and offer a tremendous opportunity for juvenile salmonid rearing 
and refuge habitat.  
 
An emerging body of research shows the importance of non-natal nearshore habitats for the early marine 
life stage of Chinook salmon and other salmon species. Given the highly modified nature of the WRIA 8 
shoreline, this is a significant project that is expected to offer regional salmon recovery benefits. The 
project directly aligns with the recovery strategies in the WRIA 8 Chinook Salmon Conservation Plan, and 
completing this project will achieve 50% of WRIA 8’s 10-year nearshore salmon habitat restoration goal.  
 
In addition to the habitat benefits provided by this project, the project is being designed to address 
existing urban flooding issues in the community and will mark a proactive step to guard against potentially 
more significant flooding in the face of climate change. The project team recently completed a sea-level 
rise analysis, and the results of this analysis show that the preferred alignment for the daylighted stream 
channel will be resilient to projected sea-level rise and storm surge scenarios modeled to the year 2100.     
 
A key function of WRIA 8 is directing state and local grant funds to high priority salmon habitat projects. To 
date, WRIA 8 has awarded over $450,000 to this project to support feasibility, various technical analyses, 
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and the early design process. Moving forward, WRIA 8 anticipates continued support for this project 
through the provision of technical assistance, ensuring the project is being developed in a manner that is 
consistent with the WRIA 8 Plan and will result the best possible salmon recovery outcomes.  
 
The Willow Creek Daylighting and Edmonds Marsh Restoration Project supports local and regional Chinook 
salmon recovery goals, and in so doing, will provide critical habitat supporting the primary prey resource 
for Puget Sound’s endangered Southern Resident Orca population. The size and location of this project 
make it a notable restoration effort and worthy of your funding consideration. 
 
If you have questions about this project or about WRIA 8 habitat restoration efforts more generally, 
please contact me at jason.wilkinson@kingcounty.gov, or 206-477-4786. Thank you for your 
consideration of the City of Edmonds’ funding proposal.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Jason Wilkinson 
Projects and Funding Coordinator  
Lake Washington/Cedar/Sammamish Watershed (WRIA 8) 
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