Little Bit Stewardship Plan 
Project Title: Lower Bear Creek Natural Area Additions 
SRFB Project Number: #15-1058
This project purchased the western 2.75 acres of the Little Bit property in fee.  This property will be added to the Lower Bear Creek Natural Area, and it will be administered by King County Parks. 
Purpose   King County purchased this property to restore the floodplain and the aquatic habitat along Bear Creek for Chinook habitat.  This project is supported by the WRIA 8 Salmon Conservation Plan.
Current Conditions- 
This acquisition fills a donut hole in the Lower Bear Creek Natural Area.  The property to the north and south are part of the Lower Bear Creek Natural Area.  Approximately 90 % of the property is located within the 100 year floodplain of Bear Creek.   
Bear Creek supports salmonid species including Chinook, sockeye, coho, kokahee, coastal cutthroat, and steelhead.  Sockeye, coho, and Chinook are the most numerous.  Salmon spawn and rear throughout reaches in the Bear Creek Watershed, including this reach, with the majority of Chinook and sockeye spawning in the mainstem and coho spawning in the tributaries and upper reaches.
Beaver and river otter are known to use this reach of Bear Creek.  Bald eagles, great blue heron, Canada geese, dabbling ducks and assorted passerines frequent the site.  
Blackberry, reed canary grass and Japanese Knotweed dominate the vegetation within the floodplain.  These invasive plants have been treated with herbicide during the summer of 2017 and 2018 to begin control of these species. 
Remnants of some historic side channels can be observed.  The site contains little large wood in the creek or floodplain.
No known Cultural and Historic Resources are found on site.
Desired Conditions
This property will be managed according to the King County Ecological Lands Handbook. This handbook establishes the following four priorities. Maintain and restore basic ecological processes; Maintain and restore ecological structure; Maintain and restore ecological function; Maintain and restore particular ecosystem attributes, habitats, and species.
The property will be monitored for invasive plants and these plants will be controlled as necessary.   The floodplain will be enhanced by re-establishing historic side channels, adding large wood to the system and replanting the site with native plant species.  The new plantings will be monitored and maintained to ensure plant establishment.
Maintenance and Monitoring Schedule

The King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks will enhance the ecological values of the property. King County’s natural lands are managed to maintain, enhance, restore, or protect the ecologic value on the property. Management of ecologic lands is based on the guidelines of the Programmatic Plan for Management of King County-owned Ecological Lands (Jan 2004).  King County has secured funding to begin conceptual design and design.  Design is scheduled for 2018 and 2019 with construction planned for 2020 or 2021, depending on funding.    Design will focus on enhancing the floodplain, based on natural processes.  Side channel enhancement, adding large wood, controlling invasive species and planting the site with native species are being considered.   
Following construction, King County staff will monitor wood placement, native plant species establishment, fish use, and the control of invasive or noxious vegetation.   Objectives for these parameters will be established during the Charter process for the design project.  These parameters will be supplemented, as needed, following construction.
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Site Map
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Site Photo looking upstream (March 2018)  Property acquired June 2018.
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Site Photo looking downstream (March 2018)  Property acquired June 2018.
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