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Dear Ms. McIntqsh,

Re:

Support forthe5\h Round,SRFB proposaLforongoing thermal and landscape..ass~ssment ill the Okanogan Subbas1n.

The Washington

Water Trust is i:l

private, nonprofit

organization th1it

works to benefit-

water quality,

fisHeries and

Washington Water Tm~t is a private, ttot1profitorgaliizationwo1;kirigto restoretivers
and streams thtoughoutWashipgtot1. W~work closely with lat1downers, waterslied
p\~~gwoups, tribes andcitize:ns in the Okanogan tc;> identify high priority areas for
itnpletn~titing ~~ate~c water initiativ~s.Theinformation prodyced by Thermal Imagery
and LiDAR isexi:remely itnportanttoour efforts andteptesents the kind of vital
infottnation and data necessary tod~vel.~p strate~candprioritizedwater acquisitions fat
mstream flow purposes. .'

re<:reation in

Washfngton's

rivers alidstreams

by acquiring

existing water

rights from willing

sellers through

purchase, tease or

The primary objective of the Phase I thermal survey {funded by SRFBin th~ 3rd round)
was to collect water surface temperature data for select areas of th~ Okanogan River.
Temperature is a primary limiting factor in defining habitat refu~ and mformation
about them is indispensable when considering mitigation and protection plans. A
secondary objective was to collect detailed elevation data usingLiDAR technology ,to
provide high-resolution topographic datafpr the same leng~ofriversystem together
with approxirrlatelySO meters of riparian zone on either sid~ofthestream channels.

gift.
Th~ information ,from Phas~ II will compl~t~ the GIS analysis of the remaining 106
triiles of river data (in hand) and extend the coverage another 55 triiles to include
previously ~"surveyed sa~onid habitats. We arepresenclyw0r~g with fish biologists
from theColvill~Tribe to id~ntifY priority habitats aJ1~ .1ocatestreams with potential for
quality fish re&toratioll. The additional information will be extremely helpfUl in .
developing a comprehensive assessment of the 0 kanoganarea ahd understanding the
lirlkagcs betWeen surface and ground water llter!tCtlons

Thank you, we appreciate the opportUriitytoadd OUt support to this 5th round project
proposal to initiate Phasell of these studies; ,
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