Trout Unlimited, Washington Water Project
Lower Wenatchee Instream Flow Enhancement Project
Progress Report August 2011 to October 2011
Project Summary

The objective of this project is to assist landowners and agriculturalists, while improving instream flow in the lower 7 miles of the Wenatchee River by over 15 cubic feet per second. This will be achieved by converting the Pioneer Water User’s Association (PWUA) ditch, from an open ditch to an enclosed, pressurized and efficient delivery system.  To complete the project there will also be a change in the point of diversion (POD) from the current location, near Monitor, to a location near the confluence of the Wenatchee and Columbia Rivers.  The new POD withdraw water from the Columbia River, upstream of the confluence, which will provide a clean and reliable source of water to pump back upstream to the PWUA shareholders. This project is complex with numerous phases, but some of the main tasks completed under this grant include permitting, design and engineering, construction and development of the new source, and construction and material costs associated with replacing nearly 6 miles of open ditch with an enclosed pipe.  

Project Location

The PWUA project is located in the Wenatchee Subbasin (WRIA #45).  The PWUA operates the Gunn Ditch adjacent to the Wenatchee River between the cities of Monitor and Wenatchee, Washington. The Pioneer Ditch currently diverts water from the Wenatchee River near the town of Monitor and delivers water through a gravity system to users along the ditch within the place of use of the PWUA water right, which includes areas on the south side of the Wenatchee River within Wenatchee.  The proposed project replaces the gravity diversion on the mainstem Wenatchee River with water pumped from the Columbia River near the mouth of the Wenatchee River.  The water will be delivered upstream from the new diversion through the new alignment of pressurized pipe.  The lands served under PWUA’s irrigation system are located in Sections 13 and 14 in Township 23 North, Range 19, E.W.M. and Sections 19, 20, 21, 22, 28, 33 and 34, all in Township 23 North, Range 20, E.W.M  
Progress Report

August, 2011
Throughout July and August, TU and PWUA worked closely with Chelan PUD to initiate an agreement to allow use of the PUD owned lands for a portion of the piping transgress and for the an easement for construction of the pump house.  TU also continued to work with Boniville Power Administration on the Cultural Resources component of this project and secured a preliminary report from Kim Lancaster, archeologist . We also worked with PWUA on work with the “southside” shareholders. 

TU also continued to work with Forsgren to develop the permitting package for submittal to the lead entity for processing.  This includes work with subcontractors for work on wetland classifications and biological permitting issues that may arise.  TU and PWUA provided tours throughout the summer to different entities to see the proposed project on the ground, including the Washington Department of Ecology and Cheland PUD, both funders and partners.
Milestones:  Draft agreement with Chelan PUD for right of way access, Railroad Permits, Continued development of JARPA, continued work on the cultural resources, design development on the southside and landowner outreach.
September-October, 2011

During September and October TU continued to work with Forsgren, Chelan PUD, PWUA and other project partners on coordination of the project.  As part of this work TU/PWUA and Chelan PUD signed an agreement to allow the project to continue on PUD properties.  We also worked with the Washington State Department of Transportation to identify easement issues associated with the projects and discuss WSDOT properties.  The PWUA, TU and Forsgren also coordinated two public meetings to inform shareholders of project progress and to allow for feedback.  TU also worked with the Conservation Commission and the local conservation district to garner support for a funding request from the Irrigation Efficiency Program.

In General
We have secured 85% of the total project budget and are working to secure funding agreements for the remaining 15%, which will be completed prior to start of construction.
We currently have completed 75% design work with Forsgren and anticipate 90% design completion to be in conjunction with the permitting process.  With 90% design set documents ready for review in early 2012.

The construction of the project has been delayed a year as we work through the logistics on this large project and work to secure remaining funding.  Construction will begin on the new Point of Diversion next summer and the pipeline will be installed post irrigation season 2012, with first use and first benefit instream for the 2013 season.
